
 Ms. Sabine Honig 
 
                       Education Assessment Services Division 2nd  December, 2016 

TERRITORY - WIDE 
SYSTEM ASSESSMENT 

2016 
 

SECONDARY 3 ENGLISH 
 

 



Programme 
Time Content Speaker 

2:00 p.m. -  3:00 p.m. 

S.3 Student Performances  

in TSA 2016  

(Secondary 3 English Language) 

Ms. Sabine Honig  

Manager – EAS 

Education Assessment Services Division 

Hong Kong Examinations and 

Assessment Authority 

3:00 p.m. -  3:15 p.m. Break 

3:15 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 

S.3 Student Performances  

in TSA 2016  

Enhancement Measures for TSA and  

Interactive Reporting Platform 

3.45 p.m. – 4.00 p.m.  
Q & A Session 

 

2 



3 

Overview 
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 TSA Results 2014 - 2016 
 S3 Student Performances in 

2016 
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 Strengths and Weaknesses 
from 2014 - 2016 

 Examples from the papers 
 Conclusions 

 Reading 
 Strengths and Weaknesses 

from 2014 - 2016 
 Examples from the papers 
 Conclusions 

 

 Writing 
 Strengths 
Weaknesses 
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 Strengths 
Weaknesses 
 Conclusions 

 Enhancement Measures for 
TSA and Interactive Reporting 
Platform 

 WLTS 
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Purposes of TSA and Written Assessment
  

PURPOSES 
 To enhance teaching and learning in Chinese, English and Mathematics 

 
 To enable the government to provide support to those schools in need of assistance 

 
 To monitor the effectiveness of education policies  

 
WRITTEN ASSESSMENT 
 Specific testing points – Basic Competency (BC) with descriptors provided by the 

Education Bureau (EDB) 
 

 Items cover a wide range of BC descriptors but each student only does one sub-paper 
for each subject 
 

 Common items are distributed across sub-papers for equating purposes to compare 
students’ abilities 
 



Percentages of Students Achieving English 
Language 

 
Basic Competency in 2006 - 2016  

YEAR TSA 

2006 

TSA 

2007 

TSA 

2008 

TSA 

2009 

TSA 

2010 

TSA 

2011 

 

S3 

 

68.6% 

 

69.2% 

 

68.9% 

 

68.8% 

 

69.2% 

 

69.2% 
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YEAR TSA 

2013 

TSA  

2014 

TSA 

2015 

TSA 

2016 

 

S3 

 

69.5% 

 

69.3% 

 

69.4% 

 

69.6% 
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Territory-wide System Assessment 2016 

Dimension/ 
Skill 

S3 English Language 

Sub-paper No. of Items Assessment Time 

Listening 9EL1 
9EL2 
9EL3 

 
31 

 
about 35 minutes 

Reading 9ER1 
9ER2 
9ER3 

 
36 

 
35 minutes 

Writing 9EW1 
9EW2 
9EW3 

 
3 

 
40 minutes 

Speaking Individual 
Presentation 

8 3 minutes for preparation  
2 minutes for assessment 

Group Interaction 8 3 minutes for preparation 
4 minutes for assessment 
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Listening  - Text types 

2014 2015 2016 

Exchanges 

- discussion 

- radio  

  broadcast    

  interview 

- TV 

report(unedited  

audio) 

- information session 

 

Exchanges 

- conversation 

- radio  

    programme 

     discussion 

- radio report 

- conversation and 

    announcements 

Exchanges 

- conversations 

- documentary 

     discussion/ 

     conversation 

- interview 

 

Literary Text 

 - poem 

Literary Text 

 - poem 

Literary Text 

 - poem 
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S3 Student Performances in Listening – 
Strengths from 2014 - 2016 

 extracting specific information – facts 
 

 connection cohesive devices (connection between ideas) 
 

 able to interpret and evaluate information (explicit and implicit) in dialogues 
 

understanding different views and attitudes of people in the conversations 

   /dialogues   ** also linked to understanding intonation 
 

 distinguish between main ideas and supporting details  
 

 identifying main ideas 
 

 discriminating between a range of vowel and consonant sounds 
 

 understanding gist 
 

 understanding intonation 
 

 able to deduce the meaning of unfamiliar words/expressions 
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S3 Student Performances in Listening – 
Weaknesses from 2014 – 2016 

gist 
 

intonation 
 

identifying main ideas 
 

extracting and identifying specific information 
 

 inability to understand contextual clues in a poem 
 

tone/intonation 
 

understanding of language features – unable to identify examples of rhymes 
 

unable to understand contextual clues in a dialogue/conversation 
 

unable to connect ideas together 
 

unable to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words/expressions 
 

connected to the fill in the blank section – inability to spell simple words/write down number  

   combinations 
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Student Performances in Listening 2016 
Strengths 

• There was some improvement in listening performance as compared to 
previous years – particularly in the fill in the blanks section (9EL1 Part 1, 
Part B) as compared to the previous year. 

 

• Strengths 

 - specific information – both familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary and topics 

 - able to interpret and evaluate information (explicit and implicit) in 
dialogues 

 - contextual clues  connection – discourse markers 

 - connecting ideas connection – cohesive devices 

 - intonation 

 - able to identify rhyme 

 - able to work out the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary  

 - able to identify the main idea 
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Listening Examples - Strengths 

85.7% 

Connection – cohesive devices 
Many students were able to understand the conversation between Tina and Mr. Lau and work 
out what each would be doing in the meeting. 
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Listening Examples - Strengths 

Prediction  
Very able students were able to predict what Candy meant when she asked Mark a 
question.  

Weaker students  who didn’t 
understand what Candy 

said/what was meant  
selected options A and D 

Specific Information 
Most students were able to identify the place Mark was researching for the field trip. 



Listening Examples - Strengths 
Specific Information 
The majority of students were able to correctly write down the telephone number 
after hearing Mark and Tina.  
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Listening Examples - Strengths 

Specific Information  
Most students  were able to identify how many books students had to read.  

Tone 
The majority of students were able to identify  how Peter felt.  
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Listening Examples - Strengths 

Specific Information 
Many students were able to work out what Miss Wong had lost 

Unfamiliar Expression 
Many students were able to work 
out what Sarah meant when she 
used the expression ‘…two heads 
are better than one’.  
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Listening Examples - Strengths 

Connection – cohesive devices 
Many students were able to correctly identify what Jim was interested in. 
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Listening Examples - Strengths 

This is an integrated task. There is a flyer to read about the District Education Fair and an 
interview to listen to. 
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Listening Examples - Strengths 

Tone 
Many students were able to correctly identify how Ivan felt about the use of the 
tablets. 

Connection – cohesive devices 
Many students were able to correctly identify how long the fair  
would run for. 
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Listening Examples - Strengths 

Unfamiliar word 
Many students were able to identify what the word meant. 

Main Idea 
Students were able to work out the main idea of the stanza. 
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Still an area of weakness is the integrated section where students are required to write 
short one word answers/fill in the blanks.  
This is where they have to rely on their spelling skills as well as their listening skills. 
There are still some issues with spelling – but this is not as bad as it has been in the 
past few years. However, in regards the numbers/figures, these indicate that they are 
not relying on their listening skills or that they are hearing something other than what 
is said.  
 
This year the integrated section was in 9EL1 and 9EL3, Part 1, Part B and the topic was 
about a Geography Club field trip. It required students to complete notes with one 
word answers – prompts were provided to assist students.   
 
Weaknesses 
           - unfamiliar words/expression  
           - connecting ideas    
           - specific information – unfamiliar vocabulary and topics  SPELLING 
           - knowledge of the world 
         

Student Performances in Listening 2016 
Weaknesses 
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Listening Examples - Weaknesses 
Specific Information  
– 9EL1 & 9EL3  
Part 1 Q.13 & Q.15 

The question intent 
for Q.13 was 

knowledge of the 
world 

 
Nearly half of 
students got 
this answer 

wrong 
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9EL1 & 9EL2 – Part 1  

Part B - Integrated task – fill in blanks – specific information (Q13 knowledge of the world) 

Spelling variations for questions 9,10,11,12,13,14 & 15 

 

 

Listening Examples - Weaknesses 

21345679 25 Group 10 train/MTR hour students 

21345678  $25 group 35 bus hours stdents 

213456789 $233 school 40 East way hourd stueudy 

12345678 20 groud 60 pepe 1 hours studen 

21545679 50 groupo 5 Railway hr stadent 

21845679 35 students and 
group 

20 railways hour 15 studs 

91345678 15 gorend one hour Kowloon Tong half hours studant 

999 300 small group 25 Economy houre one students 

250 Groups hours Yautong and a half hour stunders 

$50 For large groups Ten kowloon hores Student 

1.25 Grounp 10 mins 1 hours horus studies 

30 Goup 15 30 mins our school 

50% ground 10 minutes east entry bus children 

25$ gounp 70 mins West rail time people 

grupe tea school bus 6.4 minutes one person 
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Listening Examples - Weaknesses 

Specific information 
Students did not know what the $50 included. 

Main Idea 
Students found it difficult to decide on another/other possible title(s) for the poem. 
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Listening Examples - Weaknesses 

Connection- discourse markers (contextual clue) 
Students were also not able to determine from the context of what was said how 
many parts there were to the documentary 

Connection- cohesive devices (connecting ideas) 
Students were also not able to work out the overall tone of the things Sarah said 
about Miss Wong or how they would be perceived by other people. 
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Listening Examples - Weaknesses 

Main idea 
Students did not understand the purpose of the flyer  
– i.e. what/how it would be used 

This is an integrated task. There is a flyer to read about the  
District Education Fair and an interview to listen to. 

Connection- cohesive devices (connecting ideas) 
Students were also not able to work out why students and  
teachers would not be able to answer questions about their 
displays. 
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Conclusions - Listening 
• Expand vocabulary of students, in particular revision of vocabulary covered in 

late primary and early secondary and vocabulary that it is assumed students 
should already know – school, everyday vocabulary, stationery items, plants & 
trees, animals, numbers, days, dates…  The vocabulary also needs to be linked 
to the content provided in the spoken texts 

 
• Exposure to different/authentic spoken texts including, poems, 

advertisements, instructions, dialogues, news, debates, reports, 
conversations, films, oral stories…. on a very wide range of topics, including 
world and local current events, teen issues, hot topics, everyday events to do 
with the home, keeping pets, family, historical events, special interest, 
hobbies…… 

 
• Exposure to a range of different voices – varying accents, children’s voices and 

a variety of adult voices 
 
• Exposure to a wider range of speeds in spoken texts 
 
• Exposure to various tones and different intonation as well as an explanation 

of different tones and emotions as these are sometimes difficult to identify in 
listening tasks. 
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Reading – Text Types 

2014 2015 2016 

Information Texts 

- article 

- blog with blog 

   comments  

- online news 

- movie poster, movie 

   information and reviews 

- blog 

 

Information Texts 

- magazine articles 

- pamphlet 

- letter  job application 

- graphic novel cover and       

chapter     

- blog 

 

Information Texts 

- articles (4) 

- programme 

- poster 

- blog 

 

Narrative Texts 

 - poem 

Narrative Texts 

 - poem 

 

Narrative Texts 

 - poem 
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S3 Student Performances in Reading – 
Strengths 2014 - 2016 

able to determine the meaning of texts written on familiar topics and for various 

purposes 

capable of distinguishing views and attitudes through contextual clues 

able to comprehend and make plausible conclusions about the meaning of 

unfamiliar words and expressions using reference skills 

able to understand language features such as alliteration, onomatopoeia, 

personification and rhyming words 

able to distinguish fact from opinion  

able to distinguish different views and attitudes 

adept at inference and identifying main ideas 

able to determine the meaning of texts written on familiar topics and for various 

purposes  

able to identify general and specific information as well as details supporting main 

ideas 

able to understand the connection between ideas 
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S3 Student Performances in Reading – 
Weaknesses 2014 - 2016 

unable to extract specific information from a familiar text genre 

 

difficulty in locating information in more difficult/unfamiliar text genres 

 

difficulty in interpreting the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions with contextual clues 

 

not able to understand language features or correctly identify examples of alliteration and rhyme 

 

lacking in inference skills 

 

inability to identify the main idea or gist 

 

not able to locate some contextual clues 

 

unable to identify different views and attitudes in particular contexts 

 

not able to correctly identify text type 

 

unable to identify fact from opinion in particular contexts 

 

not able to infer and identify main ideas 

 

not able to understand the connection between ideas 
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Student Performances in Reading 2016 

Strengths  
- specific information 
- contextual clues 
- connecting ideas 
- dictionary skills 
- rhyme 
- inference 
- unfamiliar word/expression 

- locating the main idea 

- knowledge of the world 

- inferring information 

- identifying text types 
 

Students performed well again in the poem this year. 
 

   
 
  



31 

Reading Examples - Strengths 

Unfamiliar expression 
Students were able to work out the meaning of pocket money 

Specific Information 
Students were able to work out why the child asked the question of his mother. 
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Reading Examples - Strengths 

Specific Information 
The majority of students were able to work out  
what the student drew on his pimple. 

 
 

Rhyme 
The majority of students were able to work out  the rhyme in Stanza One. 
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Reading Examples - Strengths 

Dictionary Skills 
Many students were able to connect the word ‘bookworm’ with the corresponding 
meaning.  
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Reading Examples - Strengths 

Specific Information 
Many students worked out why Michelle’s mother worked so hard.  
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Reading Examples - Strengths 

Knowledge of the world 
The majority of students worked out the shape of sharks’ teeth.  
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Reading Examples - Strengths 

Specific Information 
Many students worked out where Marco, the chef worked. 

Connection between ideas 
Many students were able to connect why  
the food was left in the fridge. 

 
 

1 

2 

3 4 
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Reading Examples - Strengths 

Inference 
The majority of students were able to infer the value of Mannie’s  
debating skills and achievements. 
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Reading Examples - Strengths 
Specific Information 
Many students were able to correctly work out the date and location of the grand 
final. 
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Student Performances in Reading 2016 

Weaknesses 

- connecting ideas 

 - identifying specific 

   information 

 - identifying main ideas 

 - dictionary skills 

 - analysing and 

integrating relevant points 

from one or more texts 

 

- contextual clues 

- inference 

- unfamiliar word/expression 

- predicting the likely development of 

the text  
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses 

Specific information 
Students found it difficult to work out what the test pattern was used for.  
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses 

 
 

Main idea 
Students found it difficult to select a title  
for the article.  
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses 

Connection between ideas 
Some students were able to work out why the student drew on the pimple. 

A B C D 

A 

B 

C 

D 
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses 

Connecting ideas 
Students found it difficult to connect the ideas and work out what Michelle did.   
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses 

Predicting the likely development of the text 
Students were not able to work out how the text might develop further given what 
had already been provided.   
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses 

Analysing and integrating relevant points from one or more texts 
Students found it difficult to look at the text and information provided and work out 
which animals were the least dangerous.   
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses 

Specific Information 
Students found it difficult to determine what Peter Green did. 
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses 

Specific Information 
Students found it difficult to work out where the 
activities would take place.  
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Reading Examples - Weaknesses 

Connection between ideas 
Students had difficulty working out who  
the debate club was for. 
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Conclusions - Reading 

• Expand vocabulary of students – linked to the 
content provided in the written texts and student 
usage – a variety of topics will expand the 
vocabulary of students and spark interest 

• Exposure to different text types – authentic 
newspaper articles, poems, articles, pamphlets, 
reviews – books, movies, fact sheets… and 
different topics/content both online and in paper 
format 

• Familiar and unfamiliar topic/content material 
• Exposure to different question types and 

question intents 
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Student Performances in Writing 2016 

• Writing – Strengths 
 Generally students performed better in writing the email 

(9EW2). The format of the email was not as much of an 
issue as letters in previous years.  

 Students had more ideas to write about when they were 
familiar with the topics. 

 Vocabulary was also better when students were familiar 
with the topics. 

 Competent writers displayed planning and organisation. 
They also linked ideas in and between paragraphs. 
Paragraphs also had supporting details. 

 Competent writers also showed a clear understanding of 
the audience, format and the context and purpose of the 
piece. 
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9EW1 - Review   
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9EW2 - Email   



53 

9EW3 - Story   
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Writing 
 

Strengths 

• 9EW1 

• 9EW2 

• 9EW3 

 

Exemplars and Annotation 
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9EW1 - 
Review   
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9EW1 –  
Review    
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9EW2 –  
Email    
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9EW2 –  
Email    
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9EW3 –  
Story    
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9EW3 – 
Story    
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Some strengths to highlight 
9EW1 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary   
 Many flaws in the design 
 obviously the convenience 
 abundance of technical problems 
 the fact it cannot….really ruins it 
 blasting music 
 multi-functional 
 

 Space was provided for students to complete their title and they provided 
some interesting variations beyond the expected review of the name of 
gadget and name of gadget 

Review of the ______________________ and ______________________ 
                          gadgets                                    that Technology Club members tested  
                            gadgets                                                  my opinion of the gadgets 
                            positives                                                negatives of the gadgets 
                            gadgets                                                  my opinion of them 

 Interesting titles were provided proving that some students think outside 
the box and make their ideas fit the parameters rather than the other 
way around – as seen above 
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Some strengths to highlight 
9EW1  
 
 Students didn’t just rely on the gadgets provided  – some mentioned 

other gadgets and described them instead – International translator, 
Dictionary, Gills which allow people to breathe under water, an Animal 
Talker which allows pet owners to understand what animals talk and think 
about, Flying Shoes – allowing people wearing them to fly around 

 
 Capable students went way beyond the pictorial prompts provided to 

review other gadgets as mentioned above 
 
 Many capable students ignore the pictorial prompts to a large extent and 

rely on their own ideas and perhaps also prior knowledge – different 
gadgets or their own experience of certain gadgets to pull their ideas 
together 



63 

Some strengths to highlight 
9EW2 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary 
 
 The majority of students correctly used Dear Jackie as the greeting 
 Capable students used the correct complimentary close –  
      Best regards 
      Yours sincerely 
      Sincerely yours 
      Regards 
      Best Wishes 
      Yours faithfully 
 
 I am writing to express my opinion about the school 
 In response to your email 
 parent’s expectations 
 tackle problems 
 form a study group 
 face difficulties 
 
 Conclusion – all in all I hope that you can make my life easier…..have lots 

of time to do my other work… 
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Some strengths to highlight 
9EW2 
 

 The majority of students know how to write an email and also how and where to use the 
appropriate greeting and complimentary close 

 
 Many capable students rely on their own ideas and also prior knowledge – in this case,  of how 

they feel about school and studying, what they do at school – studying, relaxing, and anything that 
they do that makes their own life a bit easier and less stressful. Students also mentioned that a 
positive attitude was of benefit   

 

 Many students were able to use their own experience and write about what they do at school and 
also at home to make life less stressful as well as mention what adds pressure and various ways of 
making life easier for all students. 

 

 They also mentioned how forming study groups might be useful, as well as being given less 
homework, including having more time to complete homework 

 

 Students also wrote about what they thought students should do to make life less stressful, such 
as a study/homework timetable that would help them to plan their time. 

 

 Providing reasons/examples has improved with students being able to explain what affects them 
and how they think things could be improved and why 

 

 Strong writers can suggest other points/issues other than those provided in the prompts and also 
have the vocabulary to aptly describe the points/issues and also reason how and why students 
would be affected and would benefit from remedial action being taken 
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Some strengths to highlight 
9EW3 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary 
 

 Interesting introductions/beginnings to the story 
    ‘Hubby, it’s time to wake up.’ 

      Have I been slumbering for so long? 
      I woke up, lying on something hard. Could I be dreaming? The world that is in  
      front of my eyes right now is not my world, my home.  
 
 Interesting conclusions/endings to the story 
     the world is ending now… and at our own hands 
     …outnumbered and surrounded by aliens 
     It is 2025 and a tough future is ahead…. 

 
 pungent smell of sulphur 
 No clean water for irrigation 
 the speed of light 
 The craft was designed to travel 
 teary-eyed 
 caused the discontent 
 The sky is a dusky pink 
 There was a dungeon 
 Thrust of the rocket engine 
    Errors 
    the mistreat of sewage  the treatment of sewage – knew to use the word sewage 
    alients tried to use us for experiments aliens  
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Some strengths to highlight 
9EW1, 9EW2 & 9EW3 
 
 Capable students were able to use complex structures in their writing – in their 

introductions, body and also conclusions. 
 

 Some students demonstrated a very good command of topic specific vocabulary – 
in particular in relation to the gadgets and how they functioned as well as their 
special features and the opinion of the reviewer (review), or how to make school 
life easier for students, relating their experiences to the points (email), and 2025 
– The Future, telling an interesting and informative (story). 
 

 They were able to form their own opinion(s) independent of the writing prompts 
provided and share it/them with the reader and were good at describing what the 
gadgets did, what the battery life was like and the pros and cons (review) as well 
as suggesting ways to make life easier for students at school (email) and writing 
about meeting aliens and travelling into space and the reasons for doing so 
(story). 
 

 Capable students checked their work carefully and in doing so avoided simple 
spelling mistakes and grammatical errors.  
 

 Capable students also did not rely solely on the prompts provided, rather they 
used them as a starting point and developed their own ideas around them. 
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Writing 
 

Weaknesses 

• 9EW1 

• 9EW2 

• 9EW3 

 

Exemplars and Annotation 

 

 



68 

9EW1     



69 

9EW1     



70 

9EW2    
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9EW2     



72 

9EW3     



73 

9EW3    
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Some errors to ponder 
9EW1 
 Space is provided to write the names of the gadgets being reviewed, but some students weren’t sure what to 

write in the spaces 

           Review of the _____________________ and ______________________ 

                                         needed                                          the newsletter 

                                         explain                                           gadgets 

                                         newletter                                      club members tested 

                                         pictures of the gadgets               technology club 

 Many of the weaker students just cobbled together something from the prompts/information provided in the 
email. 

 Despite the instructions and it being called a review, some students wrote a letter/in email form  

 Vocabulary and expressions  

        Students still have difficulty using have/has correctly as well as is/are 

        when you are dance when you are dancing                 thank you for watching 

        without an amount of fortune                                            you will in love with it  you will fall in love with it 

        lases  laces (for the shoes)                                                affordable to  affordable for 

        at last  finally                                                                       creattest  most creative 

        backaging  packaging                                                         convient  convenient 

        the disk was spitted out  the disk was spit out           I hardly recommend  I highly recommend 

        frist  first                                                                               make it beautier  make it more beautiful 

        robbots  robots                                                                   hotter a cub of coffee  heat a cup of coffee 

        most of our dream comes true  most of our dreams come true 

        a cool outlook  looks nice/appealing 
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Some errors to ponder 
9EW2 
 Some students wrote no greeting/informal greetings/strange variations on greetings  

        Hi Everybody                      Jackie                                  Dear Head of the Student Union, Jackie 

        Dear Jackie Chong             Dear Student Union 

 

 Students used many variations of a complimentary close that were too informal or incorrect 

        Thanks so much, Peter/Jessica/Bella/Aiden   Your father, Tiffany 

        Best wish, Ken                                                       Student jo wong 

        cheers                                                                     Yours Faithfully Pmak, Prince Mak                                       

        Thanks so much, students wong                        Love Students 

        Thank you                                                               best wishes  

        Thanks so much, Student Union                         loves Shirley                                                                          

        Jowang, witness                                                     your sincerely 

        yours, Jeff Student in Class 3D                            Yours student, Student Union 

        Tank so much, Student Wong 

         love Daniel, A student in this stupid school  

         just a name with no complimentary close – James Chan 
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Some errors to ponder 
9EW2               

 Vocabulary and Expressions 
        unforgettable memorise 
       will not feel stressful  will not feel stressed 
       make yourself to be positive 
       3 homework  three pieces of homework 
       will not failed  will not fail 
       solve you  solve your 
       I want to opinion  I want to express/give my opinion 
       the school live of students are  is 
       solve your stress early 
       I will express my feels  I will express my feelings 
       find a spare time  find some spare time 
       I had some idea want to tell you  I have some ideas that I would like to tell you… 
       at the letter  in the letter 
       at me weekend  on my weekend 
       exicse  exercise 
       shool  school 
       sutible  suitable 
        
 

 Singular and Plural   - lots of students have an issue with determining singular or plural 

       mark  marks 
       feeling  feelings 
       for student  for students  
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Some errors to ponder 
9EW3  
 Students do not check their writing and this results in spelling mistakes that are 

not picked up and other errors in vocabulary use and expression 

 

 Students who are weak in writing had particular difficulty with the story. They did 
not have the vocabulary to express their ideas, nor did they have the awareness 
of the genre and as a result wrote a retelling/recount/article style piece   

 

 First sentences/Introductions 

       It is in 2015  It is 2025 

       I am Jackie Ho 

       It is 2025 now 

       The 2025 me home is no good 

       In the future we may be live in other plantes In the future we may live on 

       other planets 

       Today I’m writing about a story ‘2025 – The Future’ 
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Some errors to ponder 
9EW3 – Vocabulary 
 Spelling variations    

       pollusion  pollution 

       gee forces  g-forces 

       space travelling  space travel 

       the driver of the space ship  pilot (interesting that the writer knew the word space ship but not the word 

       pilot) 

       alliens  aliens 

       live in  live on 

       alient  alien 

       travl  travel 

       pispates  pollutes 

       poullution/pullition  pollution 

       invest rockets  invent rockets 

       for exmaply  for example 

       plantes/plance/plane  planet 

       humars/humas  humans 

       wellcome  welcome 

       which was habitat  which was inhabited 

       roberts/roborts/rorbert robots/robot 

          anim/animy  animal/animals 

          space travelling  space travel 

           weo games  video games 
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Some errors to ponder 
9EW3      

 Expressions  

       both got illness  both were ill 

       all people no sport and move 

       finally though in there are so good 

       love and care the earth  love and take care of the earth 

       my impression to the planet  my impression of the planet 

       I want the anim can swim in the sea  I want the animals to swim in the sea 

       E.T comeing in Hong Kong 

       they are very friends  they are very friendly 

       Mars is not for you to live in  Mars is not for you to live on 

       take a glance of  take a glance at 

       the alarms were all lightened up the alarms were all on 

       Future is very interest. Let enjoy the life in future  The future is very interesting. Let’s enjoy  

       (our) life/lives in the future 

        

 Singular and Plural   - lots of students have an issue with determining singular or plural 

       they looks  they look 

       human  humans 

       from citizen  from citizens  
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Conclusions - Writing 
• Spelling mistakes 

• Grammar mistakes 

• Lack of planning and organization as well as proofreading 

• Adherence to prompts resulted in a lack of elaboration 

• Exposure to a wider variety of vocabulary and expansion of 
vocabulary bank to enable more in depth explanations and 
reasoning and less dependence on prompts for ideas. Even with 
topics familiar to students (9EW2) students still had difficulty 
expressing their ideas due to a lack of vocabulary/ideas. 

• Students have imagination but there is an inability to express ideas 
in English – related to above points and this was most evident in 
the imaginative story (9EW3).  

• Students have an understanding of format but still need to be 
mindful of the purpose and audience affects the greetings and 
complimentary close students use as well as the tone they use 
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Speaking  

Individual Presentation 

Improving the school environment 

Watching films and TV to learn 

English 

Technology teens use 

A famous actor/actress 

The camp for English Ambassadors 

Going on a study trip 

Wearing school uniforms 

Shopping habits of teens 
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Speaking – Individual Presentation 
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 Ideas & Organisation 
 Express ideas that are relevant to inform and explain with details 

 Communicate ideas clearly and coherently 

 Vocabulary & Language Patterns 
 Use varied and appropriate language patterns 

 Use appropriate vocabulary 

 Pronunciation & Delivery 
 Speak clearly and fluently, with few or no errors in pronunciation 

 Use intonation to enhance communication 

 Strategies for Oral Communication 
 Show appropriate awareness of audience (e.g. eye contact) 

Speaking - Individual Presentation 
Strengths  
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Speaking - Individual Presentation 
Strengths and Weaknesses  
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Speaking 

Group Interaction 

Organising end of year activities 

Inter-school reading competition 

Organising activities to farewell the 

senior students 

Running a Pets At School programme 

Increasing the number of school clubs 

Uniform design competition 

Organising a health and fitness 

programme for students 

Hosting a group of exchange students 
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Speaking – Group Interaction 
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 Task Completion – Ideas and Intelligibility 
 Express and/or respond to ideas that are relevant with supporting 

details 

 Strategies for Oral Communication 
 Use appropriate formulaic expressions and/or simple turn-taking 

strategies to maintain interaction 

Speaking –  Group Interactions  
Strengths 
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Speaking – Group Interaction 
Strengths and Weaknesses  
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Speaking from  2014 - 2016 
 Reading of notes 

 Dependence on prompts  

 Interaction skills 

 Vocabulary development 

 Listening skills – listen and respond to others 

Speaking –  General Comments 
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Enhancement Measures for TSA 
and 

Interactive Reporting Platform 
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Enhancement Measures for TSA 

Report Content 

School Report  Report on the Performances of Students in Chinese 

Language, English Language and Mathematics (no 

BC attainment data given) 

Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by Sub-papers) 

 Indicate the percentages of student responses in each 

item 

 List the items in the sequence in which they appear in 

each of the sub-papers 

Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by Basic 

Competencies) 

 Indicate the percentages of student responses in each 

item 

 List the items sorted by Basic Competencies 

TSA 2016 Report 

 

 Report on the Basic Competencies of Students in 

Chinese Language, English Language and 

Mathematics (Key Stages 1 and 3) 

 https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk 

https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/


92 

Enhancement Measures for TSA  
(Effective from 2016) 

Enhancing the reporting functions of the TSA with a more interactive 
reporting platform for teachers to access the system to view the 
students’ overall performance 

 

Online Item Analysis Report 

• Interactive platform where teachers can obtain statistical information 
to facilitate teaching and learning 

 2 phases 

• 2016: Item Analysis data via the web 

                Pop up Question Paper (with answers) 

• 2016: Student Performance on a particular BC (over 3 years) 

                  Pop up individual questions 
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Enhancement Measures for TSA 

School  
Report 
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New Interactive Platform 
for 

Online Item Analysis Report 

Login and Update Password Accept the “Protocol of School Level 

Data of the TSA” 
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New Interactive Report 

Online Item Analysis Report 



96 

Online Item Analysis Report (sorted by Basic Competencies) 

New Interactive Report 

Level 

Subject 

Skills 
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Online Item Analysis Report (sorted by Basic 

Competencies) 

New Interactive Report 
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New Interactive Report 
Question Paper 
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TSA Data 

Item with Answer 

New Interactive Report 
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher 
User Guide 

http://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk 
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher 
User Guide 
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher 
User Guide 
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Interpreting TSA Data 

• Item Analysis (IA) Report (sorted by Basic 
Competencies) 

• Analysing the performances of students using 
IA Report data 

• Read the TSA Report 

• Identify the strengths and weaknesses of 
students 



104 

Sample 
Outline the performance of students in general 

Interpreting TSA Data 
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Online Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by Basic Competencies) 

Interpreting TSA Data 

Strengths 

Weaknesses 
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110 



111 
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https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk 

Student Assessment 



115 

On-line Assessment Bank 

 

Items & Reports 

 

Open to schools for free 

Student Assessment 



116 

Create  

Assessments 

Student Assessment 
Attempt  

Assessments 

View  

Reports 

Enhance teaching  

and learning 

Diagnose students’  

learning problems 

Adjust teaching  

content / strategies 

Teacher Student 
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Useful Website 

http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net 

1. Choose Subject 

What’s Hot 
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2. Choose Key Stage 

3. Select Skill 

4. Select BC 
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6. Preview/ 
Download Task 

5. Find materials 
suited to your 
students and 

according to the 
BC’s 
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Preview – shows 
the level of 

difficulty and gives 
detailed 

information about 
the task.  
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This PowerPoint will be uploaded to 

http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net  

next week 

http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net/
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THANK YOU! 


